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WALLACE  XiDDERLY:  .  L^^^^'^'''^  ^' ^ 

I.iorse  Salisbury  is  with  us  todaj-  and  with  him'  is  Walter  G.  CamplDell, 

Chief  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Admini stra.tion.    Mr.  Camphell  is  going  to  tell  "us  what 
every  consumer  should  know  about  the  labeling  provisions  of  the  Uew  Food,  Drug,  and 
Cosmetic  Act.    We'll  hc£iT  first  from  Ivlr.  Salisbury, 

MORSE  SmSBURY: 

Last  sumjicr  Hr.  Crmpbcll  told  this  audience  about  the  Food,  Drug,  and  Cos- 
metic Act  of  1938,   and  what  it  provides  in  the  wpy  of  added  protection  for  the 
public  hcrJ-th  rjid  pockctbook.     All  the  new  labeling  provisions  became  effective  the 
first  da;^^  of  this  month,    Mr,  Campbell,  I've  heard  you  state  that  from  now  on, 
reading  labels  —  on  foods,  drugs,   aiid  cosmetics  —  will  be  pretty  important. 

WALTER  G.  CAiPSELL: 

Yes,  more  important  than  ever  before.     Labeling  requirements  of  the  new  law 
are  very  different  from  those  of  the  old  law.     The  old  lav;  was  largely  negative.  It 
merely  forbade  the  naking  of  false  statements.     The  new  lav/  requires  that  la,bels 
include  a  great  manj^  important  facts. 

SALI SBURY : 

Well  now,  as  a  consumer,  can  I  go  into  a  retail  store  and  buy  a  medicine,  for 
example,  and  by  reading  the  label,  find  out  exactly  what's  in  that  medicine? 

CAMPBELL: 

Not  just  yet,  Mr.  Salisburjr.     Although  the  law  was  passed  on  June  25,  1958, 
and  the  important  health  pro vi si ons  became  effective  at  once,  Congress  allowed 
manufacturers  a  period  of  grace  —  until  January  1,  1940  *—  for  the  preparation  of 
new  labels.     In  some  cases,   this  period  of  grace  will  be  extended  to  next  July. 

SALISBURY: 

What  are  the  industries  doing  about  the  new  label  provisions? 
CA.IPBELL: 

In  general,  manufacturers  are  making  a  great  effort  to  comply  with  all  the 
new  labeling  provisions  which  apply  to  foods  and  drugs  —  and  cosmetics. 

SJULI  SBURY: 

But  I  understand  that  for  cosmetics,   even  more  important  than  the  labeling 
provisions  is  the  sweeping  prohibition  against  dangerous  products, 

CA.'PBELL: 

That  is  true, 

SALI  SBUET : 

The  prohibitions  against  poisonous  eyelash  &yes  and. things  of  that  sort.  Now 
what  about  the  labels  required  for  -medicines?. 


(Over) 


CAIP5SLL: 

That's  where  you  find  th6  "biggest  change.     The  label  must  show  the  weigh^  or 
measure,  the  nam e  and  addr ess  of  the  manufacturer,  packer,  or  distributor,   and  the 
connon  or  usual  name  of  t.he  produQt. 

SALI S3UHY : 

That  means  Epsom  salts  will  be  known  as  Spsom  salts.  # 
CA/IP3ELL: 

And  no t  by  a  fancy  name,  inplyin-  that  the  product  is  a  rare  and  costly 
article.     One  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  law,   from  the  standpoint  of 
removing  some  of  the  mystery  from  the  medicine  business,  is  the  requirement  that 
medicines  be  labeled  v/ith  the  nar.e  of  each  active  ingredient.     The  law  names  nrJiy 
potent  drugs  which  must  be  declared,  not  oixLy  bj-  nane ,  but  also  in  the,  quantity  or 
proportion. 

SALISBURY: 

I  suppose  these  drugs  that  must  be  quant i tatively  declared  include  such 
products  as  alcohol. 

CA.IPBELL: 

Yes,   alcohol,  chloroform,   acetanilide,   and  a  long  list  of  others  which  may 
cause  severe  reactions  if  tal:en  unwittingly.     The  law  also  requires  that  if  a 
medicine  contains  sxyj  one  of  a  long  list  of  habi t -forming  drugs,   the  nane  of  the 
drug,   ajid  the  proportion,  must  be  plainly  printed,   together  with  a  statement  reading 
cle^irly:     "Warning  —  May  3c  Habit-Forming."     These  habit-forming  drugs  include 
morphine,  opium,  cocaine,  barbituric  acid,  majrihuana,   and  raanj'-  others. 

SALISBURY: 

Well,   that  warning  label  is  a  good  safeguard.     Of  course  all  labels  on 
medicines  must  give  directions  for  use. 

CAIPBELL: 

true,  and  if  there  are  conditions  under  which  use  of  the  medicine 
would  be  oangerous,   then  the  label  must  carry  a  warninr:  a,,ainst  over-dosage,  or 
^diS  \°u'"'h;.hf^     '^^  are  highly  valuably  when  adr^ini  stered-^er  a  doctor's 
cS?-  ^t  J^no.?    f  ^^hen  administered  by  a  layman.     Drugs  of  this  type  will 

o?5e'rs  '^''""^^^^  ^'^^^"^  consuiners  against  their  use  -  except  uSder  a  oh^^sicU^s 


SALI SBuPY : 

Now  \7hat  about  food  labels? 

Cj\I.'IPBSLL: 

The  la^^  provides  a  very  precise  and  somewhat  complicated  procedure  for 
establishing  definitions  ajad  star.dajrds  of  identity  for  foods,   and  a  reasonable 
standard  of  guali ty ,  condition,   and  fill  of  container. 

SALI S3URY : 

That  means,  I  take  it,   that  if  a  product  like  canned  tomatoes,  for  example,  • 
has  been  standardi  zed,  it  will  be  illegal  to  sell  that  product  as  canned  t-oraatoes, 
unless  it  meets  the  requirements. 


CA.1P3ELL: 

That's  correct.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  definitions  and  standards  for  canned 
tomatoes  have  already  been  set  up.     One  of  the  guali  ty  requirements  for  canned 


CALPBELL:  (cont.) 


tomatoes  is  that  they  mast  have  a  certain  degree  of  red  color.     If  they  are  j^oor 
in  color,   or  "ellov;,  or  ^:reen,  instea-  of  red,  the:*  mast  oe  laheled,   *'3elo\7  stand- 
ard in  quality.    Poor  color. "    Food  labels,  in  general,  vdll  contain  the  name  of  the 
product,  net  v/ei.^-ht  or  not  volume,  and  the  namo  of  the  manufacturer,  packer,  or 
distrioutor.     If  no  standard  has  'been  sot  up  for  the  food,  and  of  course  it  v/ill  he 
impossihle  to  standardize  everything,  the  various  in^-redients  must  he  declared,  also 
any  artificial  color  or  flavor. 

SALISBURY: 

Now  you've  told  us  some  of  the  lahel  requirements  of  the  new  lav/.    V/hat  aoout 
enforcing  it? 

CAi.CTLL: 

As  I  mentioned  a  while  ago,  the  malic  health  provisions  have  heen  in  effect 
since  Juno  25,  1938  —  a  yoar  and  a  half.    During  that  time  we  have  taken  legal 
action  against  1,064  shipments,  including  do.ngorous  cosmetics,  dar^oroas  devices, 
dangerous  drags,  decomposed  and  filthy  foods,  and,  more  recently,  against  certain 
typos  of  economic  cheats.     You.  may  have  noticed,  lir.  Sr.lisoury,  that  a  groat  many 
of  the  ten- cent  "brands  of  toothpaste  used  to  come  in  cartons  so  large  tha^t  you  coiild 
fit  at  least  a  couple  of  the  tuhos  inside  the  po.sthoard  carton  —  and  even  then 
have  some  e:-:tra  room. 

SALISBURY: 

Yes,  I've  often  thought  there  was  a  lot  of  waste  space  in  some  of  thoso 
toothpaste  cartons.    Have  your  inspectors  included  those  deceptive  conta,iners  in 
their  ccjnpaign? 

CAI.IPBELL: 

They  have,  and  the  result  is  a  united  effort  on  the  part  of  toothpaste  mana- 
facturers  to  re-design  their  cartons  to  fit  the  size  of  the  tuhes.     I  thintc  I'm 
safe  in  predicting  that  within  the  next  si:c  months,  toothpaste  users  vdll  he  huying 
much  less  pasteooard  than  heretofore. 

SALISBURY: 

That  suits  mo,     I've  nevor  found  much  use  for  all  that  pasteooard, 
CAIvDPBELL: 

Neither  has  anyone  else.    Other  ".economic  frauds"  da^^  up  in  our  drrg  not  of 
deceptive  packages,  include  s^ach  products  as  face  creams,  sold  in  thick,  opaque 
glass  Jars.     In  a  good  manj'  cases,  the  amount  of  cream  was  considero-hly  less  than 
the  amount  of  glass.     Bu.t  the  manufacturers  are  now  re-designin>g  their  jars,  o.nd 
consumers  will  he  huying  more  face  crerjg  and  less  glass.    The  other  day  our 
inspectors  found  come  packages  of  spices  —  in  hoxes  with  shrker  tops.     The  amount 
of  spice  harely  covered  the  hottom  of  the  hos.    Under  the  new  law,  this  type  of 
deception  is  going  to  "become  thoroughly  unpo'palar. 

SALISBURY: 

liThat  aoout  the  extract  hottles  with  thick  panelled  sides,  and  the  candy 
Doxes  vdth  false  hottoms? 

CAI.IPBELL : 

They're  on  the  way  out..    You'll  see  fexrer  and  fevier  of  these  economic  cheats, 
under  the  pressure  of  legal  action,  this  kind  of  container  is  heing  rapidly  re- 
designed.    Of  course  you're  hound  to  find  some  of  these  frauds  on  the  retailer's 

shelves,  during  the  period  of  readjustment.     Tliese  reforms  can't  he  -out  into  effect 
over  night. 
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SALISBUBY: 

IJov;  rraald  :'0u.  tell  us,  'brief  1:'",  p.bcnjLt  the  "ncv;  drdns"  section  of  the  I'^.v;. 
CAI.PBELL: 

I'll  be  (^X^L  to.     As  eve rj''"bod7  knot's,  before  the"  passage  of  the  ne'v  lavr, 
di strib'.ition  of  unte sted  drags  causec".  several  major  catastrophes,  and  the  loss  of 
many  lives.     Con.^ress,  reacting  ener;jeticallv  to  the  need  for  iT^blic  ^protection  ' 
against  this  sort  of  hazard,  included  in  the  nev;  lavr  a  re  qui  re  no  nt  that  no  nor:  drag 
could  be  sliii^jcd,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lavr,  unless  this  drag  had  boon 
proved  srJf.e  for  use,  under  conditions  prescribed  in  the  labeling.     Ti"iis  provision  of 
the  lavr  has  hept  us  verj-  busy.    Between  June  ?5,  193S,  and  Janaar;.'  1,  19-10,  we  have 
received  over  2,000  applications,  ever;"  one  of  which  had  to  be  carefully  investi- 
gated.    I.'ore  than  1,500  of  the  drags  investigated  were  considered  safe  for  use.  •  The 
others  were  considered  v. n safe  —  or  else  they  arc  still  under  investigation. 

SALISBURY: 

I  suppose  you  v:ent  into  a  pretty  t'/.orough  investigation  of  the  new  drag, 
sulf aphyridine ,  which  I  understrnd  is  proving  very  successful  in  pnenamonia  cases. 

CAII'EELL: 

Yes,  I'.Iedical  men  report  remarkable  success  with  sulf apyridine .    We  received 
the  application  from  the  manaf act^arers  of  that  drag  Just  about  a  yer.r  ogo.  Our 
medical  officers  reviewed  more  than  2,000  clinical  reports  of  cases  in  whicli  the 
drag  had  been  used,   representing  the  e::poricnce  of  about  100  pr^'^sicirjis.  Salfapyri- 
dinc  mast  be  trkcn  only  under  a  doctor's  orders,  because  without  proper  medical-"  ■■ 
supervision,  soriov.s  complications  arc  quite  likely  to  result. 

SALISBURY: 

T7oll,  it  looks  as  if  the  "new  drug"  section  of  the  Food,  Drag,  and  Cosmetic 

Act  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  general  public  —  to  all  consumers  who  read  oxA 
follow  the  information  on  the  labels.  -    '  ' 

Thank  you  ver;;'  much,  llr.  Campbell,  for  this  brief  report  of  some  of  the  work 
of  your  Administration. 

T7ALLACE  K.\njI)I?iY: 

Farm  ,and  Home  frieilds,  yo'a  have  heo.rd  TTalter  G.  Caupbell , .  Cliief  of  the 
Federal  Food  and  Drag  Administration,  and  Lorse  Salisbui^",  Associate  Director  of 
Information  for  the  Department  of  Agricul irare.    Perhaps  Mr.  Campbell  b rough- 1- out 
some  things  here  you'd  like  to  hove  o.t  hand  for  reference  —  to  reo,d  over  and  sbad;,-. 
In  that  case,  we  'll  be  ver;;/  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  this  discassion  .between  I.Ir, 
C-jmjbell  cjid  I.Ir.  Salisbury'.    Here's  how  you  cm  get  it  —  Just  send  a  letter  or 
a  card  to  the  U.-  S.  Department  of  Agric^alture,  TTashington,  D.  C. ,  and  aslc  for  the 
report  on  foods,  drags,  and  cosmetics. 
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